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Next meeting - Wednesday 27, January 2010
Ragchew and Fleamarket: 19:30, Club meeting:  20:00

Guy Lamoureaux, VE2LGL, General Manager of RAQI will be speaking about the changes being 
made in how the Ministère de la Sécurité Public is handling emergency response and RAQI's role in 

the new system St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church

4455 West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G. - Montreal

Please enter by the back door)

HAITI DISASTER
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SPECIAL ISSUE



A Word from The 
President
Hello,

As I write this it has been a week since 
the devastating earthquake in Haiti 
and I have been seeing a number of 
messages come into my inbox on this 
subject.  There has been some traffic 
on the SATERN and other nets and we 
likely can anticipate that there will be 
more amateur traffic as the rescue and 
rebuilding efforts continue.

Each emergency situation brings its 
own set of particular conditions which 
must be dealt with.  The fact that there 
has not been as large an amateur ra-
dio participation in this disaster as has 
been the case for most others can be 
attributed to those conditions.  There 
are very few amateurs in Haiti, the 
country is desperately poor and the 
destruction was of catastrophic propor-
tions.  All of this has meant that many 
of the organizations going in have 
been using other means of communi-
cations to get word out.

Does this bode poorly for Amateur Ra-
dio?  No.  Amateur Radio stands ready 
to help in this and other emergencies. 
 My understanding is that Amateur 
Radio is being used for at least some 
traffic on VHF and UHF both within 
Haiti and to the Dominican Republic. 
 In emergencies to come Amateur Ra-
dio will still be one of the first voices to 
tell the world of what comes to pass.

Ironically this month's meeting topic 
relates to the earthquake as we will 
learn more of the changes the Min-
istère de Sécurité Public is making in 
the field of emergency measures and, 
specifically, communications.

It promises to be an interesting meet-
ing and I look forward to seeing you all 
there
.

73 de Jim.
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Club Call Sign: VE2ARC
Club Website: http://www.marc.qc.ca

Club Email:        ve2arc@rac.ca

Repeaters
VE2BG!! 147.06 MHz (+)
Owned and operated by Montreal 
Amateur Radio Club. Located on the Point 
Claire water tower.
VE2RED! 147.27 MHz (+)
Owned and operated by the Montreal 
Amateur radio Club.

Meetings of the Board of 
Directors

Meetings of the Board of Directors are 
open to any member to attend. Board 
meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of the month (Sept. to 
June) at 7:30 PM at the Montreal 
Association for the Blind, 7000 
Sherbrooke St. West.
Should you wish to attend one of the 
meetings you are welcome. Just speak 
to one of the directors before-hand to 
make certain that the meeting has 
neither been cancelled, nor the 
location changed.

The MarcOgram is published nine 
times per year on the second to last 
Wednesday of September through 
June, excepting December, by the 

Montreal Amateur radio Club. 
Advertising and copy deadline is one 
week prior to publication.
Editor
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC  
va2rjc@videotron.ca
Tel: 514-767-2804 
Assistant Editor
Sheldon Werner, VA2SH 

sheldonm.werner@mac.com

Annual Fees are:
GeneralMembers...! $25.00

Associate Members! $25.00
White cane members! $15.00
Family members (per family) $30.00
The membership year runs from 
September 1 to August 31. 
Membership received on or after June 
1 commences immediately and 
extends through the subsequent 
membership year - covering a period 
of up to fifteen months.

Articles published in the MarcOgram 
may be reproduced provided credit is 
given to the original author and the 
Montreal Amateur radio club.
The opinions expressed herein are, 
unless otherwise stated, solely those of 
the authors concerned, and not those 
of the Club, the Directors or members 
and do not represent the policy of the 
Club. 
Club Activities - Monthly 
Meetings

Club meetings are held on the last 
Wednesday of the month. The meet-
ings will be held in the Lounge which 
is the rearmost door on the South side 
of the  building unless we have reason 
to hold it in the Parish Hall which is 
the first door on the South side of the 
building. An informal flea-market and 
ragchew session starts at 19:30 with 
the formal meeting starting at 20:00. 
STM buses 51, 162, and 105 stop 

From the Editor’s Desk 

I originally intended to write about 
emergency communications and ap-
propriate equipment but, with the dis-
astrous news of the January 12th    
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Haitian earthquake, I just could not 
bring myself around to write it even 
though it would be appropriate.

Since the first news broke of a 7.2 on 
the Richter scale earthquake had hit 
Port-au-Prince Haiti, the news has 

been full of this subject, and rightly so 
- it’s in our hemisphere and we should 
be tamong the first to provide assis-
tance.
I immediately made contact with a 
number of persons who maybe in-
volved and might be able to give a 
clearer picture. In-fact, they in-turn 
asked if I had any information through 
amateur radio contacts. The first in-
formation I found was from A US ham 
who was in Haiti under the Red Cross 

providing planning assistance to an 
International Agency

In addition to following ham activities 
relating to this crisis, I’m also provid-
ing rehabilitation planning assistance 
to an International Agency.

That’s it -
Your editor..
Rjcam the Video-n-Podcast Ham,
VA2RJC

.
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The MAB Amateur Radio Club
              

 Over the past several years, The Montreal Association for the 
Blind Amateur Radio Club has gone through numerous changes.  These 
changes included obtaining new radios, numerous repairs, donations of 
various equipment, a change of rooms once again, etc…

              While most of the repairs were done by the Montreal Amateur 
Radio Club and its members, other things like donations were not. In-fact, 
we have had donations and discounts from all over the Amateur Radio 
community and they come in many shapes and sizes. For instance, Ra-
dioWorld in Ontario, helped us with obtaining our HF-rig, Mike Shaer 
VE2XB, donated a Linear and Antenna tuner along with other equipment. 
John Grow, VE2EQL, donated antenna supplies and time to the club. Leo 
Nikkinen VE2SI and Nora Hague VE2HAX, donated precious time to re-
pairs of equipment. Don Dashney VE3RM, Paul MacDougall VA2YQ, 
George Hedrei VE2NGH, and numerous others donated time, effort and 
understanding to our club and they are invaluable to us.

              Our most recent donation is a new computer donated by Marco 
Baiocchi VE2MRN, Vince Smith VE2VLS, and Recyclo-Centre of 
Sorel-Tracy.  This computer and screen, replaces an old 386sx that could 
not keep up with the logging program that we use.  To mention logging 
programs, I would also like to mention Scott N3FJP, whose programs we 
use for logging during the November SS.

              Therefore once again, on behalf of The MAB Amateur Radio 
Club; Earl VE2ESP, Cliff VA2UTC, and Sheldon VA2SH, we want to ex-
press our humble gratitude to making this station what it is today!

              73’s

VE2MAB

On the following few pages, are copies of 
messages received in chronological order 
regarding radio amateur information and 
activities with reference to the disastrous 
earthquake in Haiti on January 12th, 2010
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Newington CT !January 13, 2010

SB SPCL @ ARL $ARLX002
ARLX002 IARU Region 2 Requests Frequencies Be Kept Clear After
Massive Earthquake Strikes Haiti

ZCZC AX02
QST de W1AW  
Special Bulletin 2  ARLX002 From ARRL Headquarters  
Newington CT  January 13, 2010
To all radio amateurs 

SB SPCL ARL ARLX002
ARLX002 IARU Region 2 Requests Frequencies Be Kept Clear 
After
Massive Earthquake Strikes Haiti

On Tuesday, January 12 at 4:53 PM Haiti time (2153 UTC), a magnitude
7.0 earthquake hit 10 miles (15 kilometers) west of Port-au-Prince,
the island nation's capital. Communications in and out of Haiti have
been disrupted. No word has been received as of yet from any of
Haitian Amateur Radio operators. The ARRL encourages US amateurs to
be aware of the emergency operations on the following frequencies:
7.045 and 3.720 MHz (IARU Region 2 nets), 14.265, 7.265 and 3.977
MHz (SATERN nets), and 14.300 MHz (Intercontinental Assistance and
Traffic Net).  The International Radio Emergency Support Coalition
(IRESC) is also active on EchoLink node 278173.

IARU Region 2 Area C Emergency Coordinator, Arnie Coro, CO2KK, is
coordinating a multi-national response by hams. There are organized
nets on 7.045 and 3.720 MHz; amateurs are asked to monitor the
frequencies, but to also keep them clear of non-essential traffic.
Amateur Radio operators should also be aware that emergency traffic
pertaining to the Haitian earthquake is expected on the SATERN
frequencies of 14.265 MHz, 7.265 MHz and 3977 MHz, according to
SATERN's leader, Major Pat McPherson. The Salvation Army is
accepting health and welfare traffic requests on its Web site.

"As late as 9:45 PM local time (0245 UTC), we have not been able to
contact any amateur or emergency services stations in Haiti," Coro
said in an e-mail. "Amateurs from Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
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Puerto Rico and Venezuela are monitoring the 40 meter band
frequency. We are still keeping watch on 7.045 MHz, hoping that
someone in Haiti may have access to a transceiver and at least a car
battery to run it," but so far. no HH stations have checked in.

Tuesday's quake was felt in the Dominican Republic, which shares the
island of Hispaniola with Haiti, and in Eastern Cuba, but no major
damage was reported in either place.

The January 13 edition of The Daily DX reported that the Rev John
Henault, HH6JH, made contact late Wednesday morning with the
Intercontinental Assistance and Traffic Net (IATN) on 14.300 MHz;
this is the IARU Global Center of Activity frequency for emergency
communications. He said that he was safe, but had no power and no
phone service. He was operating on battery power and hoping to get a
generator running later in the day. The edition also noted that
Pierre Petry, HH2/HB9AMO -- who was in Cap Haitien (about 140 km
north of Port-au-Prince) is "okay"; Petry is in Haiti working for
the United Nations World Food Program. Later today, he will be
traveling to the capital.

The UN's 9000 peacekeepers in Haiti -- many of whom are from Brazil
-- were distracted from aid efforts by their own tragedy: Many spent
the night hunting for survivors in the ruins of their headquarters.
"It would appear that everyone who was in the building, including my
friend Hedi Annabi, the United Nations' Secretary General's special
envoy, and everyone with him and around him, are dead," French
Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner said Wednesday, speaking on French
radio. UN peacekeeping chief Alain Le Roy would not confirm that
Annabi was dead, but said he was among more than 100 people missing
in the rubble of its headquarters. He said only about 10 people had
been pulled out, many of them badly injured. Fewer than five bodies
had been pulled from the rubble, he said.

The United Nations said the capital's main airport was "fully
operational" and that relief flights would begin on Wednesday,
January 13.

The situation in Haiti is still chaotic. More information will be
posted as soon as possible. Information is being validated and
shared between many amateur groups and news sources as it unfolds.
NNNN
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Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2010 12:38 AM
  Forwarded from the RAC ARES-Alert list
*From: "vo1dtm" <vo1dtm@yahoo.ca>
*Date: Sat, 16 Jan 2010 00:36:29 -0000
*Subject: [ARES-Alert] Haiti Earthquake update
*Reply-To: ARES-Alert-owner@yahoogroups.com

I received urgent messages from Greg Mossop IARU EMCOR region 1 and Cesar Pinto Santos 
IARU EMCOR region 2 earlier tonight stating that a Ham in Haiti was trying to communicate 
with the SATERN net in french and that were unable to understand.

If you are bilingual and are able to assist, please monitor the following frequencies and listen for 
Haitian traffic.
7.045 and 3.720 IARU nets 14.265, 7.265 and 3.977  SATERN nets
14.300 Intercontinental Assistance and Traffic nets EchoLink node 278173 International Radio 
Emergency Support Coalition

Many thanks!
73
Doug Mercer VO1DTM
VPFS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*From: "vo1dtm" <vo1dtm@yahoo.ca>
*Subject: [ARES-Alert] NTS Nets and Haiti traffic
*Date: Sat, 16 Jan 2010 01:46:42 -0000
* X-Yahoo-Profile: emerg

During the next few days as Haiti begins to recover, there may be
traffic flowing into the ARRL NTS System destined for Canadians. This
traffic will be moved north towards the regions closest to destination
by American NTS stations in hopes of it being picked up by a
Canadian operator. The more times you are able to check into nets in
your area, the better the chances are that traffic being held for
delivery will get through.

73
Doug Mercer VO1DTM
VPFS

Vernon Erle Ikeda - VE2MBS
Treasurer/Membership Chairman/webmaster/Coffee Guy
Montreal Amateur Radio Club Inc. - VE2ARC
Founded 1932, Incorporated 1949
VE2BG  147.060 (+) - VE2RED 147.270 (+)
Club page - http://www.marc.qc.ca/
Club E-mail - ve2arc@rac.ca
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MESSAGE Ë TOUS LES RADIOAMATEURS

Montréal le 14 janvier 2010 – 9h00 
Re : Tremblement de terre en Haïti

Suite au tremblement de terre survenu en Haïti, le centre national d’urgence d’une ONG reconnue m’a 
contacté afin d’explorer la possibilité de recruter et d’envoyer des radioamateurs en Haïti pour aider 
aux communications d’urgence de cette ONG.
Il y a très peu de radioamateurs actifs en Haïti et les demandes de communications augmenterons de 
plusieurs ordres de magnitudes dans les jours à venir. C’est pourquoi cette ONG désire voir si il y aurait 
une possibilité d’amener des radioamateurs d’ici afin de pourvoir à leurs propres besoins de télécom.
Les candidats recherchés devraient apporter leurs radios et équipements, pouvoir opérer sur HF, être 
francophone et parler anglais ainsi que posséder un passeport valide.
Si vous êtes intéressés, contactez moi, préférablement par Skype à :  ve2ka-haiti   (sans espace ni majus-
cule) ou par courriel indiquant votre no de téléphone et je vous contacterai.
Il serait apprécié si vous pouviez faire circuler ce message le plus possible aux radioamateurs du Qué-
bec.
Merci & 73,
Daniel Lamoureux, VE2KA,Président Club Radioamateur de la Rive-Sud de Montréal
Skype :   ve2ka-haiti  Courriel :  ve2ka@iaru.org 

Ce message a ŽtŽ acheminŽ par VE2ECP
ˆ la demande de Daniel VE2KA

MESSAGE TO ALL AMATEUR RADIO  

Montreal January 14, 2010 - 9:00
Re: Earthquake in Haiti

Following the earthquake in Haiti, the national disease control center of a recognized NGO contacted 
me to explore the possibility of recruiting and sending amateurs to Haiti to assist with emergency com-
munications to the NGO .
There are very few amateurs active in Haiti and communications applications will increase by several 
orders of magnitude in the coming days. Therefore the NGO wants to see if there would be an opportu-
nity to bring amateurs here to meet their own needs Telecom.
Candidates should bring their radios equipment to operate on HF,  be francophone and speak English 
and possess a valid passport.
If you are interested, contact me, preferably by Skype: VE2KA-haiti (no spaces or uppercase) or email 
stating your phone number and I will contact you.
It would be appreciated if you could circulate this message as possible to the amateurs of Quebec.
Thank you & 73,
Daniel Lamoureux, VE2KA, President Amateur Radio Club of the South Shore of Montreal
Skype: VE2KA-haiti   Email: ve2ka@iaru.org 

This message was sent by VE2ECP 
at the request of Daniel VE2KA

TRANSLATION BY GOOGLE
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RAC News Bulletin - January 17th, 2010

Haiti, the Amateur perspective.

We have all seen the tragic human toll and devastation of the Haitian earthquake as reported 
by the media.    We have been asked what the Amateur community is doing about it.

To our knowledge, since the hearthquake, less than half a dozen Hams have been reporting 
from Haiti and have done so very sporadically. Most have severe constraints for electricity, 
fuel or other required facilities.

Apart from a couple of Hams embedded with the UN or the Red Cross, none other have 
succeeded to enter the country and stay to operate.

Yesterday, a convoy of Dominicans made up of representatives from that government and 
including 8 Amateurs, entered Haiti by road on its way to their Embassy in Port-au-Prince. 
Almost at destination they were attacked by gunfire resulting in one dead and several 
wounded. All 8 Amateurs are safe. The convoy turned around and is now safely back in the 
Dominican Republic.

Outside of Haiti,there are scores of Hams listening on the published HF frequencies for 
emergency communications and ready for any QSPs.

Here in Canada, our Vice President Field Services, Doug Mercer, VO1DTM, is watching 
the situation very closely, ready to give any help that might be needed.

We also have French speaking operators like Gerry, VE2AW and Richard, VE2DX, that are 
ready on the frequencies to speak to anyone in need in Haiti.

We are also getting ready for the future. At the Request of the Salvation Army SATERN I 
have recruited about 20 Hams, fluent in French, that are now poised to leave for Haiti when 
required.

This is the situation as of now and we will update you when we have something significant 
to report.

73, 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2010 12:23 AM

From: ARRL Web site
To: va2rjc@videotron.ca
Cc: Subscribed ARRL Members
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2010 12:23 AM
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Date : 18 / 01 / 2010

Radio hams flee Haiti after convoy fired on
Date : 18 / 01 / 2010 
Author : Jim Linton - VK3PC

Eight radio amateurs from Radio Club Dominicano (RCD) who were operating under the callsign 
HI8RCD/HH have had to abort their operations after the convoy they were travelling in was fired 
on. EB9GF, who is integrated in the Spanish Red Cross contingent, was able to contact the col-
leagues from the Radio Club Dominicano (RCD). The RCD has two VHF repeaters in use for Red 
Cross, one in the Dominican republic and a new repeater active near the border with Haiti. 

RCD initially reported that their team crossed the Haitian border at 10:50 hours Haitian time arriv-
ing at the Dominican Embassy in Haiti at 14:29 hours when they started installing and testing their 
equipment. Within a few hours though, reports via the RCD Facebook page confirmed by a long 
telephone conversation between Hugo Ramn HI8VRS and Ramon Sanyoyo XE1KK of IARU R2 
reported that the HI8RCD team of eight amateurs, were back in the border town of Jimani (Do-
minican Republic). Their convoy, which included other non related Dominicans, was assaulted and 
one person reported dead. The Radio Amateurs were uninjured but decided to leave the capital 
for safety and return to the border unescorted. They report the situation as extremely unsafe and 
scary. The repeaters they have installed remain in service linking the Haitian and Dominican capi-
tals, and are being used by the Red Cross and Civil Defense since there is no other way to com-
municate. The station at the Embassy in Haiti could not be activated though. 
To confirm, all members of the HCD team are safe and have returned to Jimanji in the Dominican 
Republic. 

In other reports, John Henault HH6JH who is engaged in Missionary work with homeless children 
in Port au Prince continues to make contacts on 20m using power from a neighbour's generator 
and very pleased that amateur radio enabled him to let his friends in the USA know he was alive. 
Another radio amateur in the country, Pierre Petry HH2/HB9AMO who works for the UN food pro-
gram is also safe. However nothing is known at this stage of about another ten hams in Haiti. 

This report issued on the IARU R1 website is a compliation of sources that includes contributions 
by Ismael EA4FSI, Cesar HR2P and Jim VK3PC. 

CNN REPORT                                                                             January 20, 2010

Amateur radio provides a back-up link between Haiti and the world
Proponents say radio signals are often the only way to communicate after a disaster
A Haitian man says amateur radio helped him contact family in the U.S.
After initial outages, mobile phone service has been returning to Haiti
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SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS / RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AM/FM
A.O.R., ALINCO, GRUNDIG/ETON, ICOM, JRC, S.G.C., YAESU

SCANNERS / BALAYEURS D'ONDES
A.O.R., ALINCO, ICOM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WINRADIO

AMATEUR RADIO / RADIO-AMATEUR
ALINCO, ICOM, KENWOOD, RANGER, S.G.C., YAESU

CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB)
ASTATIC, COBRA, GALAXY, K40, MACO, PARADYNAMICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKESPEARE, 

SOLARCON/ANTRON, UNIDEN, VALOR/PRO-AM, WILSON, WORKMAN

FRS & GMRS TWO WAY RADIOS / FRS ET GMRS PORTATIFS UHF
COBRA, GARMIN, ICOM, MOTOROLA

ANTENNAS / ANTENNES
ALPHA DELTA, ARROW, BUTTERNUT, COMET, COMPROD, CUBEX, CUSHCRAFT, DIAMOND, 

FIRESTICK, FORCE 12, HUSTLER, HYGAIN, ISOTRON, LARSEN, MALDOL, MFJ, 
MIRACLE ANTENNA, OUTBACKER, PRYME, RADIOWAVZ, TENNADYNE, 

VALOR/PRO-AM, WORKMAN

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES
AMERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER, CONNECT QUICK, DAIWA, D.C.I., GARMIN, GEOCRON, HEIL, 
KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, L.D.G., MAGELLAN, MAHA, MFJ, MIRAGE, NYE VIKING, OP-

TOELECTRONICS, OREGON SCIENTIFIC, PALOMAR, PALSTAR, 
PRYME, RF CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RIGBLASTER, S.G.C., TIMEWAVE, UNADILLA, 

VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX, WEST MOUNTAIN RADIO

PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL), ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS, BILLBOARD (WRTH), 
CQ, CRB, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT), KLINGENFUSS, KRAUSE, LOOMPANICS, NATIONAL RADIO 
CLUB, RADIO SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, RADIO AMATEUR CALLBOOK, RADIO AMATEURS DU 

QUEBEC, SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB, TIARE

NATURE BOOKS / LIVRES DE LA NATURE
SIBLEY GUIDES, PETERSON FIELD GUIDES, NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

PO Box 67063-Lemoyne
St-Lambert, Quebec

J4R 2T8
tel/fax :450-671-3773

sans frais - toll free in Canada
1-800-463-3773

email : info@radiohf.ca 
Web: http://www.radiohf.ca

Specialists in shortwave radio, scanners, amateur 
radio, FRS/GMS, CB radio, antennas, accessories 
and publications since  1995.1995.

Les spécialistes en radio ondes courtes, balayeurs 
d'ondes, radio-amateur, dispositifs radio domestiques 
(DRD/GMS), la bande publique (CB), antennes, ac-
cessoires et publications, depuis 1995
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