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Next meeting - Wednesday 25 October 2006
Ragchew and Fleamarket: 19:30 Club meeting:  20:00

Annual General Meeting

St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church
4455 West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G. - Montreal

(Please enter by the back door)

See page viii for details of the MARC 2007 Hamfest
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A Word from The 
President
Hello,

This month will be our annual 
meeting and I hope that you will 
come out and offer your guidance 
to the directors you will be electing 
at the meeting.  Most of the direc-
tors are willing to continue in office.  
One notable exception is Don 
Dashney.  Don is still looking to 
remain active in the club but needs 
to step back from the board at the 
moment.  Don's participation at our 
directors' meetings is something 
which I will miss and I know that 
his contribution on the board is 
immeasurable.  Don has already 
been warned that I expect to con-
tinue to seek his counsel and ad-
vise as to look forward to the sec-
ond 75 years of the Montreal Ama-
teur Radio Club.

As you will see elsewhere in this 
issue we are working on the 75th. 
anniversary plans.  As I write this 
we are working on a plan to host 
the RAQI Annual General Meeting 
however the details have yet to be 
finalized. An anniversary dinner is 
also in the planning stages.  As we 
mentioned last month entries for 
the logo contest must be submitted 
no later than the start of the Octo-
ber meeting.

As was mentioned last month we 
are proceeding with plans to install 
VE2RED at the Montreal Shriners 
Hospital.  While returning to the 
previous site is still a possibility it is 
important to keep the repeater on 
the air although this site will likely 
mean a reduced coverage area 
from previously.  Hopefully we will 
have further news at the meeting.

Unfortunately I will be in Vancouver 
at the time of the meeting however 
I hope you will all turn out to offer 
your guidance and I hope that I will 

see you all in November when we 
will have another interesting pres-
entation.

73 de Jim.

D I R E C T O R S
President: James R. Hay, VE2VE
  514-697-7205

  jrhay@HayA.qc.ca
Vice President: Sheldon Werner, 
VA2SH

  va2sh@rac.ca
Secretary: Paul MacDougall, 
VA2YQ

  va2yq@marc.ca
Treasurer: Vernon Ikeda, VE2MBS
  514-684-7944

  ve2mbs@rac.ca
Directors:
 Don Dashney, VE3RM/VE2SH 
   613-675-4715
 Earl Paris, VE2ESP 514-524-4633
 Bob Paknys, VE2JBP 

 ve2jbp@rac.ca
 Raymond Faguy, VE2RY

                                ve2sh@rac.ca

 John Grow, VE2EQL

 jgrow@sympatico.ca
 Ron Campbell, VA2RJC

va2rjc@videotron.ca
Club Call Sign: VE2ARC
Club Website: http://www.marc.qc.ca

Club Email:        ve2arc@rac.ca

Repeaters
VE2BG  147.06 MHz (+)
Owned and operated by Montreal 
Amateur radio Club. Located on the Point 
Claire water tower.
VE2RED 147.27 MHz (+)
Owned and operated by the Montreal 
Amateur radio Club.
VE2RJS 449.975 MHz (-)
Owned by the Montreal Amateur Radio 
Club and operated by the Cote St. Luc  
Amateur radio Association.

Meetings of the Board of Directors

Meetings of the Board of Directors are 
open to any member to attend. Board 
meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of the month (Sept. to 
June) at 7:30 PM at the Montreal 
Association for the Blind, 7000 
Sherbrooke St. West.
Should you wish to attend one of the 
meetings you are welcome. Just speak 
to one of the directors before-hand to 
make certain that the meeting has 
neither been cancelled, nor the 
location changed.
The MarcOgram is published nine 
times per year on the second to last 
Wednesday of September through 
June, excepting December, by the 
Montreal Amateur radio Club. 
Advertising and copy deadline is one 
week prior to publication.

Editor
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC  
va2rjc@videotron.ca
Tel: 514-767-2804  Cell: 514-825-8954
Annual Fees are:
General 
Members ...  ...
$25.00
Associate Members  ...
$25.00
White cane members  ...
$15.00
Family members (per family) ..
$30.00
The membership year runs from 
September 1 to August 31. 
Membership received on or after June 
1 commences immediately and 
extends through the subsequent 
membership year - covering a period 
of up to fifteen months.
Articles published in the MarcOgram 
may be reproduced providing credit is 
given to the original author and the 
Montreal Amateur radio club.
The opinions expressed herein are, 
unless otherwise stated, solely those of 
the authors concerned, and not those 
of the Club, the Directors or members 
and do not represent the policy of the 
Club.
 James R. Hay,  President
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 From the Editor’s Desk 
The comments in this column are solely 
the views of the editor with no prodding 

from anyone.

Well as can be expected, the Board of 
Directors meeting this month apart 
from the formalities, was primarily 
taken up with the MARC 75th anni-
versary celebrations.  The BOD made 
progress with the Hamfest, and that is 
to take place as normal at the Royal 
Canadian Legion Hall in Lasalle on 
April 21, 2007. The difference with 
this event from previous, is that we are 
starting our advertising campaign in 
this issue (see page 7) with a hope to 
get a larger attendance. The BOD will 
make an effort to make this one just a 
little different. With regards to other 
activities, we have some good plans 
but now need to ensure that they are 
viable propositions. In so far as the 
2007 special calendar that I proposed 
at the September meeting, I realize that  
the membership would not be willing 
to pay a price for something that they 
could get as good or better from a 
commercial enterprise. We have had 
offers for possible advertising support 
so I am now examining the possibility 
of producing the calendar for around 
$10.00 each with a sale price that 
cover our cost. Of course, if we can 
produce for less, the sale price will be 
reduced accordingly. I’m hopeful that 
there will be enough willing buyers to 
support a production of around 50.

To Podcast or Not, That is the ?

On a different subject, I outlined in the 
September marcOgram the possibility 
of producing a podcast on amateur 
radio topics, while this is not necessary 
a Montreal Amateur Radio Club spon-
sorship, I would naturally prefer it to 
be under the MARC banner. To help 

make it successful I would very much 
like to have inputs from any of our 
members, either with topics to cover 
and/or willingness to participate in an 
audio discussion. Please give this 
some thought, I can bring my record-
ing equipment to a club meeting and 
we could run a short recording session 
during the coffee break.

49TH JOTA 2006

The September marcOgram included 
in some detail the requirements of 
JOTA (the scouts and guides Jamboree 
Of The Air). This world wide event 
takes place only with the support of 
the amateur radio community. 

I have been authorized to attend the 
White Pine Council Jamboree  at 
Bowmanville, Ontario, located in the 
Mosport Park. Scouts and Guides from 
this eastern part of Ontario will be at-
tending. There will be between 8 - 12 
radio operators in attendance manning 
six radio stations and basically will be 
operating from 09:00 H to 18:00 H on 
October 21st. 

Myself and assistants will be video-
graphing the event making this the 
final video shoot for the amateur radio 
video that’s been underway for the 
past ‘many’ months. It had hoped to 
cover a similar event in this part of 
Montreal but due to the lack of trans-
portation for the guids/scouts it has 
been cancelled. The only events that 
will be undertaken will be by individ-
ual scout troops with support from in-
dividual amateur radio operators. I will 
report in the November marcOgram on 
my activities at Mosport Park.

The Pleasures of Fall

On a totally non-ham-related subject, 
my wife and I had the opportunity this 
past holiday weekend to make a visit 
to the Gateneau Park. Wow, the col-
ours were just fantastic, to walk 
around in such surrounding makes one 
feel how lucky we are to be alive and 
living within such an environment. I 
think sometimes we tend to forget 
what life is all about.
Have a good one,
Your editor

Rjcam the video-ham.
VA2RJC

Club Activities - Monthly 
Meetings

Club meetings are held on the last 
Wednesday of the month. The meet-
ings will be held in the Lounge which 
is the rearmost door on the South side 
of the   unless we have reason to hold 
it in the Parish Hall which is the first 
door on the South side of the building. 
An informal flea-market and ragchew 
session starts at 19:30 with the formal 
meeting starting at 20:00. STM buses 
51, 162, and 105 stop nearby. 
MARC meeting, January 31. 2007

Introduction to HF Digital Voice by 
Francois Daigneault , VA2AAY

"How Charles G4GUO, and AOR Ltd., 
managed to squeeze digitized speech 
in 3 kHz of bandwidth."

2006 Hamfests

Saturday, October 28

Hamfest de la Rive Sud de Montreal. 
1023 boulevard Taschereau, 
Longueuil, Quebec. Admission: Table 
$10.00 Public $5.00 Vendors: 06::h, 
Public at 09:00h.    Talkin: 145.390                                    
Information: hamfest@ve2clm.ca, 
Website: 
http://www.ve2clm.ca/hamfest.htm

2007 Hamfest

See page 8 for details of the 
MARC Hamfest.

Correction
We regret an error in the September 
marcOgram that identified the call 

sign of 

Al Daemen as VE2II instead of VE2IJ
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Submissions for entry into 
marcOgram

For submissions of text only it is 
preferable that you send as a “.txt” 
file, however, MS Word is acceptable.

For pictures please use “jpg” format 
with maximum size 400 x 240. Where 
possible use at least 240 dpi.

For clip art if possible use “gif”. 
Maximum size 480 x 340 pix. This will 
give a picture size of approximately 8 
Kb.

Contact me at:

 va2rjc@videotron.ca   
va2rjc@marc.ca      

Home Tel: 514-767-2804                      
Snail mail:     Ron Campbell, 201 Du 
Club Marin, Apt. 209, Verdun, QC. 
H3E 1T4

                         
A big boost for American 
Amateur Radio operators

From The ARRL 

NEW LAW FORMALLY MAKES 
AMATEUR RADIO PART OF 
EMERGENCY COMMUNICA-
TIONS COMMUNITY 

A section of the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) 2007 Appropria-
tions Act, HR 5441 formally includes 
Amateur Radio operators as a part of 
the emergency communications com-
munity. Congress approved the meas-
ure before adjourning for its pre-
election break. President George W. 
Bush signed the bill into law October 
4.

Amateur Radio is included within the 
legislation's Subtitle D, Section 671,
known as the "21st Century Emer-
gency Communications Act." Radio 
amateurs are among the entities with 
which a Regional Emergency Com-
munications Coordination Working 

Group (RECC Working Group) must 
coordinate its
activities. Included within the DHS's 
Office of Emergency Communications 
-- which the measure also creates -- 
RECC Working Groups attached to 
each regional DHS office will advise 
federal and state homeland security
officials. The final version of the legis-
lation incorporated language from
both House and Senate bills and was 
hammered out in a conference com-
mittee. An earlier version of the 21st 
Century Emergency Communications 
Act, HR 5852, included Amateur Ra-
dio operators as members of the RECC 
Working Groups.

In addition to Amateur Radio opera-
tors, RECC Working Groups also will
coordinate with communications 
equipment manufacturers and vendors 
-- including broadband data service 
providers, local exchange carriers, lo-
cal broadcast media, wireless carriers, 
satellite communications services, ca-
ble operators, hospitals, public utility 
services, emergency evacuation transit
services, ambulance services, and rep-
resentatives from other private sector
entities and nongovernmental organi-
zations.

The RECC Working Groups will as-
sess the survivability, sustainability 
and interoperability of local emer-
gency communication systems to meet 
the goals of the National Emergency 
Communications Report. That report 
would recommend how the US could 
"accelerate the deployment of in-
teroperable emergency communica-
tions nationwide." They also will co-
ordinate the establishment of
"effective multi-jurisdictional, multi-
agency emergency communications
networks" that could be brought into 
play in an emergency or disaster.

In light of the new legislation, the 
ARRL plans to follow up to determine
how it can interact with the DHS and 
its Office of Emergency Communica-
tions.

160-METER EXPERIMENT WILL 
EXPLORE MARCONI'S 1901 
TRANSATLANTIC SUCCESS

A 160-meter beacon will take to the air 
this fall and winter from Cornwall,
England, to explore how Guglielmo 
Marconi was able to span the Atlantic 
by wireless for the first time on De-
cember 12, 1901. Radio history says 
that's when the radio pioneer at a re-
ceiving station in Newfoundland suc-
cessfully copied the Morse code letter 
"s" sent repeatedly by his team in the 
Cornwall town of Poldhu. The latter-
day venture is a cooperative effort of 
the Poldhu Amateur Radio Club 
(PARK) in Cornwall and the Marconi 
Radio Club of Newfoundland 
(MCRN). The Poldhu club's Keith 
Matthew, G0WYS, said the 2001
centenary of Marconi's achievement 
reopened discussion into the mecha-
nism by which the 1901 spark trans-
mitter signal propagated.

"The winter of 1901 coincided with a 
sunspot minimum, and it was realized
that this coming December 2006 
should show similar conditions to 
those of December 1901," he said. Just 
how Marconi was able to receive the
transatlantic transmission has long 
been a topic of discussion and even
controversy, especially given the fre-
quency Marconi is likely to have used,
thought to be between 800 and 900 
kHz, and the time of day, afternoon in
Newfoundland.

"The beacon will help understand the 
possibility of low sunspot number
transatlantic medium wave propaga-
tion 24 hours a day, but especially 
1400 through 1800 UTC," Matthew 
said. The 160-meter amateur band is 
being used, he explained, because 
Marconi's original frequency today is a 
highly populated piece of the radio 
spectrum.

"It was realized that a clear channel 
would be necessary on the nearest
amateur band, and a temporary license 
to operate a beacon on 160 meters has
now been obtained," Matthew an-
nounced. Starting on or about Novem-
ber 1 and continuing through next Feb-
ruary, the GB3SSS beacon will trans-
mit on 1960 kHz.

The 1960 kHz beacon will use a two-
minute transmit sequence starting at 
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the top of the hour. It will consist of a 
CW identification followed by a series
of carrier bursts, each reducing in 
power by 6 dB. An identification in
PSK31 will follow. The transmit se-
quence will repeat at 15-minute inter-
vals.

On the listening end in Newfoundland 
will be well-known low-frequency
experimenter Joe Craig, VO1NA, of 
the MRCN, who lives near St John's. 
"This is a very exciting project," Craig 
said. "I am very grateful for the sup-
port from my fellow members in the 
club and our sister club, the Poldhu 
Amateur Radio Club." Craig offered 
his own observations on Marconi's 
1901 feat in a 2001 article "Marconi's 
First Transatlantic Wireless Experi-
ment," for The Canadian Amateur, the 
journal of Radio Amateurs of Canada 
(RAC) 
<http://www.ucs.mun.ca/~jcraig/marco
ni.html>. Also monitoring in North
America will be the Antique Wireless 
Association's W2AN club station in-
upstate New York.

ARRL member and radio history buff 
Bart Lee, KV6LEE, proposed the 160-
meter experiment to test the feasibility 
of Marconi's 1901 claimed achieve-
ment. "Continuing cooperation be-
tween Canadian and British Amateur 
Radio operators can thus play a part in 
verification of one of the most interest-
ing events in the history of our tech-
nology," Lee said in his article "A Plea 
for Timely Experiments" on the Cali-
fornia Historical Radio Web site
<http://www.californiahistoricalradio.c
om/photos53.html>. Lee and Matthew
recently visited with Craig and other 
MRCN members in Newfoundland.

E-mail beacon reception reports 
<gb3sss@yahoo.co.uk>.

The above Material is republished 
from the The ARRL Letter
Vol. 25, No. 40, October 6, 2006

SMALL ADS

FOR SALE: 

First a call from John Verkade, 
VE2PTZ, who wants to sell his TS-
940 along with station accessories and 
a Mosely beam.  He can be reached at 
514-453-8565

Second, Don Dashney, VE3RM/
VE2SH 
 has all manner of amateur radio 
magazines, QST, Amsat Journal, TCA 
etc. which he wants to divest himself 
of. Anyone interest in these magazines, 
contact Don (613-675-4715).                
____________________________ 

Message from VE3 Land

From: Bill Burgess <ve3cru@rac.ca> 
Date: October 9, 2006 2:29:39 PM 
EDT (CA)
To: Ronald Campbell 
<va2rjc@videotron.ca>
Subject: PQ hams operating vhf and 
uhf
Greetings Ron,
Please pass this on to your club and to 
others further east also.
I would like to hear from hams using 
equipment on the vhf and uhf bands 

who run ssb and /or cw for contesting.  
If you can put me in contact it will be 
much appreciated.
The VE2 corridor is seldom heard 
from up this way, and it would be 
good to get more participation.  I 
would be encouraged to travel further 
east if I knew there were hams there to 
work.
Also, those in your area will know 
good hilltops in nearby grids which 
will prove beneficial in contests.
Any interested in 10 ghz and up for 
qso's or contests are also sought.
Thanks for your assistance.
73,
Bill   VE3CRU

MAB Assistance
 
Radio operators and computer opera-
tors required to assist for the ARRL 
Sweepstakes Contest SSB, 2100Z, 
Nov 18 to 0300Z, Nov 20. 2006

From the BOD

We are looking for a new 
auditor to start in 2007.
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It is with deepest regrets that we have to announce the 
passing away of a Montreal radio amateur colleague

Frank Coughlin VE2GG

It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing of, Francis John 
Leonard COUGHLIN, beloved grandfather, father, and true love of 
Deede Coughlin (nee Barry). 

Frank and Deede met in Winnipeg and moved eastward. Dorval be-
came their home where they raised their six children. Frank was al-
ways a perfect role model for his 6 children and 17  grandchildren 
who were amazed by his wit, knowledge and wisdom. Frank and 
Deede were truly the perfect couple, loving parents, and grandpar-
ents. They enjoyed almost sixty-one years of marriage together. 

Frank worked for Air Canada for a long time and flew as a Navigator.   
In recent years he kept frequent skeds for CW contacts with  former 
colleagues,  as well as handling phone patch traffic for Hams in the  
Arctic.
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Montreal Amateur Radio Club 

 
 

Holiday Dinner 

 
Merry Christmas 

 
 

 

 

Date:  Saturday November 25th. 2006 

   

Time:  6:30 PM Sharp 
  

Where: La Compagnola 

  1708 Avenue Dollard 

  Lasalle, Quebec  

  Tel: 514-363-4066 
 

Free Parking  
 

RRSP: Roman Massanova, VE2RKM 

H: 514-365-1026 

ve2rkm@hotmail.com 

John Grow, VE2EQL 

  H: 450-672-1545 

  jgrow@sympatico.ca 
 

Response required by: 
    

November 19th. 2006 
 

- Bring your Own Wine 

   
 

We will have our own enclosed separate area, only if 

we have 48 to 50 persons. It is important to call to 

reserve your place. Friends and family are welcome.  

 

 

  

 
 

  

Door Prizes 
 

Good Food 
 

Great Company 

Late edition:  There will be a selection of 5 to 6 choices from a fixed menu. This  
will include coffee, tea and desert. The costs will be about $ 18.00 to $ 25.00 per person with 

Taxes. Its  
a bring your own wine restaurant so this is a plus for the vino connoisseurs.

OK People, let’s have a good holiday get-together
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  RADIO HF	 	 	 	          TELEPHONE & FAX: 450-671-3773 
	

  C.P./BOX 67063-Lemoyne          SANS-FRAIS/TOLL FREE:

  St. Lambert, Quebec     1-800-463-3773 

  J4R 2T8            E-MAIL/COURRIEL:

       info@radiohf.ca

  Sheldon Harvey, Prop.                      web:

  VE2SHW      www.radiohf.ca

SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS / RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AM/FM
A.O.R., DRAKE, FAIRHAVEN, GRUNDIG/ETON, ICOM, SANGEAN, SONY, YAESU

SCANNERS / BALAYEURS D'ONDES
A.O.R., ALINCO, ICOM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WINRADIO, YUPITERU

AMATEUR RADIO / RADIO-AMATEUR
A.D.I., ALINCO, ICOM, KENWOOD, RANGER, YAESU

CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB)
ALAN, ASTATIC, COBRA, GALAXY, K40, MACO, MAGNUM, MIDLAND,

PARADYNAMICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKESPEARE, SOLARCON/ANTRON,
UNIDEN, VALOR/PRO-AM,

WILSON, WORKMAN

FAMILY RADIO SERVICE (FRS) / DISPOSITIFS RADIO DOMESTIQUES (DRD)
AUDIOVOX, COBRA, ICOM, KENWOOD, MOTOROLA

ANTENNAS / ANTENNES
ALPHA DELTA, ANTENNA SUPERMARKET, ARROW, ATOC, BUTTERNUT, COMET,

CREATE, CUSHCRAFT, DIAMOND, FIRESTICK, FORCE 12, HUSTLER, HYGAIN,
LARSEN, MFJ, MIRACLE ANTENNA, OUTBACKER, PRYME, SCANMASTER,

VALOR/PRO-AM, VAN GORDEN, WORKMAN

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES
AMERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER, DAIWA, D.C.I., GARMIN, GEOCRON, HEIL,

KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, L.D.G., MAGELLAN, MAHA, MFJ, MIRAGE, NYE
VIKING, OPTOELECTRONICS, PALOMAR ENGINEERS, PALSTAR, PREMIER, RF

CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RIGBLASTER, S.G.C., TIMEWAVE, UNADILLA,
UNIVERSAL, VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX,

WEST MOUNTAIN RADIO

PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL), ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS,

BILLBOARD (WRTH), CQ, CRB, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT), KLINGENFUSS,
LOOMPANICS, NATIONAL RADIO CLUB, RADIO SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN,

RADIO AMATEUR CALLBOOK, RADIO AMATEURS OF CANADA, RADIO AMATEURS
DU QUEBEC, SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB,

TIARE, UNIVERSAL RADIO
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